Comparative and Superlative Adjectives
Short Adjectives (i.e. those with a maximum of two syllables) 

- add “-er” / “-est”:

	Adjective
	Comparative - 2. stupeň
	Superlative 
– 3. stupeň
	Spelling Explained

- vysvětlení pravopisu

	tall
	taller
	the* tallest
	

	quick
	quicker
	the quickest
	

	long
	longer
	the longest
	

	young 
	younger
	the youngest
	

	big
	bigger
	the biggest
	Krátké jednoslabičné slovo s 1 samohláskou, proto zdvojení

	slim
	slimmer
	the slimmest
	

	weak
	weaker
	the weakest
	2 samohlásky, dlouhá výslovnost – proto není zdvojení

	easy
	easier
	the easiest
	Před koncovým –y souhláska, proto měkčení

But: shy – shyer, the shyest (exception)

	grey
	greyer
	the greyest
	Před koncovým –y samohláska, proto není měkčení

	nice
	nicer
	the nicest
	Končí na –e, proto se přidává jen –r nebo -st

	
	… than…
	… of all.
	


Long Adjectives (i.e. those with three or more syllables)

- add  more (více) / the most (nejvíce):
	Long Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	difficult
	more difficult
	the most difficult


Be careful about two-syllable adjectives:

· Adjectives with 2 syllables ending in -ful, -re, -ed: more, the most:
useful – more useful, the most useful

· Adjectives with 2 syllables ending in -y: -ier, the -iest:
pretty – prettier, the prettiest 
· Adjectives with 2 syllables ending in -ow, -er, -le: -er, the -est 
or 
more, the most:
clever – cleverer, the cleverest
or
more clever, the most clever

If you are not sure, use more/the most or up look the comparative and superlative in a good monolingual dictionary.
*The Use of “The”
Use “the” with the superlative adjective if it is followed with a noun or a “hidden” one and if the noun is not preceded by a possessive noun or pronoun:
He is the oldest member of the family.

He is the oldest (one).

But: He is her oldest brother (i.e. she has more than one brother). = He is the oldest of her brothers.  He is the oldest brother that she has.
Irregular Comparatives and Superlatives
	far – daleký, vzdálený
	farther – vzdálenější

further – vzdálenější, další v pořadí
	the farthest - nejvzdálenější 

the furthest – nejvzdálenější (i v pořadí)

	many, much – mnoho, hodně
	more
	the most

	little – málo (uncountables)
	less
	the least

	few – málo (countables)
	fewer
	the fewest

	good – dobrý
	better
	the best

	bad – špatný, zlý
	worse
	the worst

	old
	older
elder* 
	the oldest
the eldest*

	late – pozdní, pozdě
	later – pozdější, později
	the latest – nejpozdější, nejmodernější

	
	
	the last – poslední (v pořadí)


* Used only for people to express seniority within a family: His elder brother is 30. However, “older” is used more often in this context.
Illustrative examples of irregular comparatives and superlatives:
1. Denmark is further/farther from the Equator than Brazil.

2. You must prepare this for some further work.

3. My favourite food is fish. – And what is your least favourite food? – Of all these foods, I like oysters the least.
4. For a smaller portion, you need less milk and fewer potatoes.

5. I like this film less than that one. – But they more or less the same!
6. He is my best friend.

7. I am better at English than at German.

8. She is the worst runner of all.

9. Which of you is older: you or your husband?

10. I have one elder sister.

11. I am sorry, I am late.

12. This was two years later.

13. This is the latest fashion.

14. This is the writer´s latest book.

15. This was the writer´s last book before he died.

16. Mary was the first to arrive, but Adele was the last.

Comparison using “as… as…”:
This car is as expensive as my car.  


tak… jako…

Negative: This car is not as expensive as my car. Or: This car is not so expensive as my car.

Comparison using “than” and “of all”:

This car is more expensive than my car.  

… dražší než…
This car is much more expensive than my car.  
… o hodně dražší než…

Her hair is much longer.  



Její vlasy jsou o hodně delší.

I am one year older than he (is).  


Jsem o jeden rok starší než on.

She has the longest hair of all. 


… nejdelší vlasy ze všech.
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