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Principles of instructed language learning 
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Based on: Exploring Language Pedagogy through Second Language Acquisition Research by Ellis and Shintani.

	1. Instruction needs to ensure that learners develop both a rich repertoire of formulaic expressions and a rule-based competence.

	It is important that learners learn rules as well as set expressions/language chunks (e.g. collocated words) to serve certain functions (e.g. I don’t understand).  Learner learn and use utterances without any knowledge at all of their internal structure, they simply learn them whole (e.g. greetings, farewell, thanks, or apologies). In other words, “A language user has available to him or her a large number of semi-pre-constructed phrases that constitute single choices, even though they might appear to be analyzable into segments” (Sinclair, 1991).


	2. Instruction needs to ensure that learners focus on meaning

	It is important that learners use language around meaningful content. They focus on what they want to say rather than how they need to say it.  The task focus on sharing information/content in a meaningful way. They engage in decoding and encoding messages in the context of actual meaningful situations.


	3. Instruction needs to ensure that learners also focus on form

	It is important that learners use language with focus on form – the practice aims at drawing learners' attention to language form. They experienced planned focus on structures. 


	4. Instruction needs to be predominantly directed at developing implicit knowledge of the L2 while not neglecting explicit knowledge

	It is important that learners are exposed to high amounts of input as well as language instruction. 
Implicit knowledge of the L2 is the knowledge of the language that is normally accessed automatically in fluent communication and that cannot be explained (why I say what I say). The knowledge is extracted from experience with the language.  In contrast, explicit knowledge is the conscious and declarative knowledge of the L2 that is accessed during controlled processing and practice. Learners are aware of the rules of structures. 


	5. Instruction needs to take into account the order and sequence of acquisition

	It is important to understand that there are some development stages in the acquisition of L2. There is a dynamic development of specific grammatical structures and all things don’t happen at the same time. It takes time and practice for structures to become mastered.  


	6. Successful instructed language learning requires extensive L2 input

	It is important to provide learners with L2 input. Exposure to language in context is a must in language classes. Learners need to see, hear, and engage with extensive L2 input to learn L2. 


	7. Successful instructed language learning also requires opportunities for output

	It is important to L2 output opportunities. The use of language/output practice is a must in language classes. Learners need to produce L2 in various types of tasks to develop L2 proficiency.  


	8. The opportunity to interact in the L2 is central to developing L2 proficiency

	It is important to create situations and opportunities for learners to use L2 to express themselves. Learners must continually engage in language practice and interaction (use it or lose it). 


	9. Instruction needs to take account of individual differences in learners

	It is important to vary instruction and practice/provide diverse opportunities and strategies to allow all learners to engage with L2. 


	10. Instruction needs to take account of the fact there is a subjective aspect to learning a new language

	It is important to provide learners with opportunities that allow them to develop a relationship with L2 and their identity in L2. The build some emotional identification with L2 and explore the value of L2 in their understanding of the world (e.g. who am I in L2?)
 

	11. In assess learners’L2 proficiency it is important to examine free as well as controlled production

	It is important that learners are assess on their mastery of structures as well as their ability to use these structures fluently. 
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