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Some information about teaching grammar

What is the role of grammar in language teaching?
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How do learners learn grammar?
· Learners don’t learn structures one at a time. Learning is a gradual process.
· Learners easily backslide when new forms are introduced to their interlanguage.
· Learners hypothesize about how L2 works. 

What do language learners need to learn a language item? 
· Be exposed to a lot of language while reading or listening
· Notice specific items when they are being used 
· Understand the form, meaning and use of an item
· Try things out in a safe environment
· Have opportunities to practice 
· Use the new language when speaking and writing to communicate in different contexts
· Remember items

What are some characteristics of effective grammar-focusing techniques:
· They are presented in meaningful and communicative contexts.
· They contribute to communicative goals.
· They promote accuracy within fluent, communicative language.
· They do not overwhelm students with linguistic terminology.
· They are lively and intrinsically motivating.

What should I think about when teaching grammar?
· What grammar item do I want to teach?
· Am I clear about what exactly I will or will not include?
· What are the situations/contexts in which the item is used?
· What are the most common examples of everyday sentences that have this item?
· What is the one sentence – target sentence- that includes the item?
· What situational context or text will I use to focus on the item?
· What is the form of the item in the target sentence?
· What is the meaning of the target sentence?
· What is the pronunciation of the target sentence?
· What are some possible or typical student problems with the target sentence?
· What can learners achieve in a lesson on this item?
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Learner variables
Age Children

Proficiency level Beginning

Educational background Preliterate,
no formal
education

Instructional variables

Skill Listening,
reading
Need / Use Survival

Adapted from Celce-Murcia, 1993

Variables that determine the importance of grammar

Less important (= Focus on form rMore important

Adolescents
Intermediate
Semiliterate,
some formal
education
Speaking

Vocational

Adults
Advanced

Literate,
well-educated

Writing

Professional




