Reduction of Relative Clauses
There are two ways of categorizing relative clauses. The most common way is to distinguish between those called “defining” and those called “non-defining”. This distinction refers to the fact that defining relative clauses are necessary to identify/understand the noun they refer to, and non-defining relative clauses are not necessary to identify the noun, but give extra information about it.

Examples: 
Defining (no commas): The man who wrote the book is going to speak. (the relative clause identifies which man)
Non-defining (commas): My father, who wrote the book, is going to speak. (the relative clause gives extra info because the subject – father – is already clearly identified)

These clauses usually immediately follow the noun they modify.

However, there is another way to distinguish between types of relative clauses: those that modify (refer to, identify) one noun (see line A in the table below) and those that refer to the entire preceding clause, i.e. the information that is in that clause (see line B in the table below). This grammar overview compares these two types of relative clauses and explains how they can be reduced.
	
	Two separate sentences
	Two separate sentences

	
	Tests have been carried out successfully. They (These tests) confirm that all components are working properly.
	ABS stands for “anti-lock braking system”. It (ABS) is a standard part of every car. 

	
	
	Tests have been carried out successfully. This (The result of these tests) confirms that all components are working properly.

	
	↓

	
	Relative Clauses

	
	Defining Relative Clauses
	Non-Defining Relative Clauses

	(A) Relative clauses modifying a noun
	1a) Tests which confirm that all components are working properly have been carried out successfully.
	2a) ABS, which stands for “anti-lock braking system”, is a standard part of every car.

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]1b) Tests confirming that all components are working properly have been carried out successfully.  – Testy potvrzující, že všechny součástky fungují řádně, byly úspěšně provedeny. (Odpovídá českému přídavnému jménu).
	2b) ABS, standing for “anti-lock braking system,” is a standard part of every car.

	(B) Relative clauses referring to the info in the whole main clause
	

--
(Never a defining clause).
	3a) Tests have been carried out successfully, which confirms that all components are working properly.

	
	
	3b) Tests have been carried out successfully, confirming that all components are working properly. – Testy byly úspěšně provedeny, prokazujíce, že všechny součástky fungují řádně. (Odpovídá českému přechodníku, ale v angličtině nezní zastarale a často se používá v technických textech).



	Notes on 1a: 
· This type of relative clause usually modifies (refers to/describes/further defines) a NOUN in an independent clause (in box 1a, this is: “Tests”).
· The relative clause usually immediately follows the noun it modifies. This can present a problem if a noun-following phrase is quite long, resulting in the relative clause being too far from its referent (i.e. what it refers to). Therefore, be careful about this.
· There is no comma before or after the relative clause because it is a defining relative clause (necessary for the meaning of the whole sentence). 
	Notes on 2a:
Not all relative clauses referring to just a NOUN in the independent clause are automatically defining relative clauses. Here, the bold-faced relative clause is a non-defining relative clause because it gives extra information which can be omitted without ruining the meaning of the main clause. Therefore, there are commas separating both the full relative clause (2a) and its reduction (2b).

	
	Notes on 2b:
The relative clause in box 2b of the table is reduced here using the present participle (-ing form). This is good for all tenses if the verb is active. Compare the reduced form with the full form in box 2a: the use of commas is the same.

	
	Notes on 3a:
· This type of relative clause refers to the information given in the whole main clause or part of it (i.e. not just to one word; in box 3a, this is: “Tests have been carried out successfully.”).
· The relative clause always follows the main clause and therefore is usually at the end of the sentence. It usually describes a consequence of/result of the information/situation it refers to.
· The relative clause is always preceded by a comma; therefore: 
· no use of “that”, but only “which”
· it is considered a non-defining relative clause [see note below*]

	Notes on 1b:
The relative clause in box 1b of the table is reduced here using the present participle (-ing form). This is good for all tenses if the verb is active. Compare the reduced form with the full form in box 1a.
	Notes on 3b:
The relative clause in box 3b of the table is reduced here using the present participle (-ing form). This is good for all tenses if the verb is active. Compare the reduced form with the full form in box 3a.

	Remember: The reduction in sentences 1b, 2b and 3b (using the present participle) is only possible if the subject of the main clause and the original relative clause is the same and if the verb is active (not passive). This means that a reduction is not possible always.



*Important note:
Not all relative clauses placed at the end of a sentence refer to the information given in the whole main clause (and have a comma). Compare the following sentences with sentences in boxes 3a and 3b:
8,500 hybrid cars were recalled last year after tests revealed faulty fuel tanks which caused fuel to spill after rear-end crashes. (… nádrže, které způsobily…)
8,500 hybrid cars were recalled last year after tests revealed faulty fuel tanks causing fuel to spill after rear-end crashes. (… nádrže způsobující…)
Here, the bold-faced relative clause is a defining relative clause further specifying the tanks, that is, just one noun. Therefore, there is no comma and the sentence resembles the type of clause given in boxes 1a and 1b.
Sometimes the use of a comma seriously changes the meaning of the sentence. Study the two pairs of sentences below and try to answer this question: Who has caused a fall in resale values of used cars?
Customers have complained about recent product recalls, which has caused a fall in resale values of used cars. (= Customers have complained about recent product recalls, causing a fall in resale values of used cars.) 
vs.
Customers have complained about recent product recalls which have caused a fall in resale values of used cars. (= Customers have complained about recent product recalls causing a fall in resale values of used cars.)
The first two sentences use commas, i.e. the relative clause is a non-defining relative clause referring to the whole main clause. A singular verb form is used because it refers to the whole situation given in the main clause. This means that the sentence tells us that the fall in resale values was caused by the fact that customers have complained about recent product recalls. 
The second two sentences do not use commas, i.e. the relative clause is a defining relative clause referring to the word “recalls” only. This means that the sentence tells us that the fall in resale values was caused by the recent product recalls.

Why is it a good idea to be aware of the possibility of reducing relative clauses?
Using the present participle (-ing form) to reduce relative clauses gives you a chance to convey one idea in grammatically various ways, which is useful in longer texts including a lot of information. Thus, instead of using the same grammar structure throughout one text, you can use a variety of forms, making the text sound better in terms of stylistics.  

Four ways to give the same information
Example of Type A: refers to/describes/further defines a NOUN in an independent clause:
	A book is lying on the table. The book is mine. 
	2 full sentences

	The book which is lying on the table is mine. 
	a defining relative clause; the relative clause “defines” the subject of the main clause; therefore, it is necessary for the meaning of the whole sentence and cannot be deleted – no commas

	The book lying on the table is mine. 
	the present participle used for the reduction; good for all tenses – see notes below**

	The book on the table is mine.
	Sometimes even the -ing form can be omitted.



Example of Type B: refers to the information given in the whole main clause:
	The accelerator got stuck. This caused the car to speed up. 
	2 full sentences

	The accelerator got stuck; this caused the car to speed up. 
	1 sentence with 2 full clauses separated by a semi-colon

	The accelerator got stuck, which caused the car to speed up. 
	use of a full relative clause; the non-defining relative clause gives extra information; therefore, a comma is needed

	The accelerator got stuck, causing the car to speed up. 
	reduction of the clause using the -ing form



**Note 1: The reduction using the present participle (-ing) works well no matter what verb tense was in the original relative clause:
	Tense
	Full Relative Clause
	Reduced Relative Clause

	Present Simple
	Anyone who wants a ticket for the show should see me.
	Anyone wanting a ticket for the show should see me.

	Present Continuous 
	The train which is now arriving at Platform 3 is the 4.20 to Paddington.
	The train now arriving at Platform 3 is the 4.20 to Paddington. 

	Present Perfect
	Teams which have won the first round go into the quarter-finals. 
	Teams winning the first round go into the quarter-finals. 

	Past Simple 
	People who arrived late were not allowed in until the interval. 
	People arriving late were not allowed in until the interval.



**Note 2: It is necessary to distinguish between the present participle (-ing form) and the past participle (-ed form). Both participles are used for the reduction of relative clauses, but the present participle is only used for active verbs and the past participle for passive verbs:
The research was done at FEL. It was mentioned in the presentation. 
The research which/that was mentioned in the presentation was done at FEL.
The research mentioned in the presentation was done at FEL.
The research done at FEL was mentioned in the presentation.
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