AEL6-AEL6N Homework Assignment 1 – Summer Semester


In your opinion, what are the latest and greatest innovative technologies today? What will happen next? What will the future of the digital age be like? What technologies will be used? How will digital transformation affect our lives? How probable is it that everything will become fully automatic? What challenges will humankind face? Find a short video (or a maximum of two videos) on this topic. Ideally, the video should be prepared by a native speaker of English. The video can be either about one innovative technology described in more detail or about more innovations described in brief. Watch the video and, in about 500 words, summarize what the video is about. Your essay should have three main parts: an introduction, body and conclusion. The introduction should serve as an attention-getter to present your topic, explaining why what you have chosen is important or interesting. In the body, explain the issue in more detail. You may choose a few innovations (maximum 3), describing them in brief, or one innovative technology, describing it in more detail). Finally, in a short conclusion, provide a prediction of the future development in the area. Remember that you absolutely should not use the same wording as the video. In other words, do not use a transcript of the video, but rather paraphrase the information in your own words. Don´t forget to mention the link to the video. Your assignment must follow these instructions and will be assessed in terms of stylistics, vocabulary and grammar.

Note on grammar points to be used: Whenever you want to write about the principle of an already existing technology, use the Present Simple tense. When speculating about future developments, use the Future Simple tense. You may also find it useful to use some hedging language, as you cannot be a hundred percent sure about your predictions: may, might, seem to/that, appears to/that, probably/e, likely, perhaps, possibly/e, presumably, expect, maybe, believe, think, assume, suggest, show, indicate.

Some key words (in case you don´t know what to write about): cloud, smart technologies, networks, GPS navigation, AR, sensor technologies, autonomous vehicles, the Internet of Things (IoT), Industry 4.0, high-resolution imaging for medical diagnostics, wearable health monitors, self-regulating buildings, miniaturization, low power consumption, Hyperloop, solar-powered car/maglev train, space travel, dynamic electric vehicle charging, quantum computers, nanotechnology, AI, room-temperature superconductors, molten-salt reactors, nuclear fusion.
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Some useful links (but feel free to find your own videos):
First Hyperloop passenger test: https://virginhyperloop.com/pegasus
+ 700 mph in a tube: the Hyperloop experience: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7A7GsAPR3J0
Solar tunnel in Belgium: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UC8PogeGF_w
Solar-powered maglev train (simulation): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNN6gLJroC0
Solar-powered Tesla: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PpuIC4F4hQw (up to: 1:20)
Dynamic electric vehicle charging: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWHxHVB8Phk
Prof. Kaku´s predictions for space travel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7P95LLpljo
Reaching another star in 20 years using lasers: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eMpclYI6G0
Latest and greatest innovative technologies:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xV3Dx-AhIk
Top seven emerging technologies that will change our world: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TxRIdL2CDBk
Twelve most incredible future technologies that really exist: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tpn5e6usXYY
Very smart technologies that are on another level: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AMPsDXGAxY, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGvhFwCrRyo, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtxInrFnTm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oMCQNZMVgM			
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