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Thanksgiving in the USA

Americans celebrate Thanksgiving every year on the
fourth Thursday in November. It's a very important
festival for families, who usually come together for a
long weekend — even if some of them have to travel
long distances to get home. According to American
tradition, the first Thanksgiving took place in 1621, soon
after the first European settlers arrived in North America.

The most common meal at Thanksgiving in the USA is
roast turkey and vegetables. According to tradition, the
person who gets the ‘wishbone’ must break it and make
a wish. Of course, you needn’t have turkey at
Thanksgiving. Lobster and crab are also popular.

Apart from the family meal, the Thanksgiving weekend
is also a time for sport, parades and shopping. There are
American football matches on TV, as well as college
football matches around the country. In New York, the
department store Macy's organises a famous fancy-dress
parade which always ends with Santa Claus. The Friday
of Thanksgiving weekend is traditionally a busy shopping
day because people start to buy presents for Christmas.

Traditionally, autumn festivals are an occasion to give
thanks for having plenty of food. However, Thanksgiving
is also an opportunity to remember those people who
are less fortunate. In many US cities, volunteers spend
some of the holiday working in soup kitchens which
distribute free food to the poor and homeless.
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Read the text. Which of the activities is not mentioned?

* dancing

* eating a big meal

+ shopping

* spending time with your family
* volunteering for charity work

¢ watching a parade
* watching sport

Read the text again and answer the questions.

1 When was the first Thanksgiving, according to American
tradition?

2 What is the most common meal at Thanksgiving?

3 Who has to make a wish at the meal?

&4 Where is Macy's parade?

5 Why are the shops busy on the Friday after Thanksgiving?

6 How do volunteers help less fortunate people?

G 2.12 Listen to the story of the first Thanksgiving dinner.

Why did the Pilgrims want to thank the Native Americans?

Read the task carefully before you listen to the recording.
This way you will find out what the recording is about
and it will be easier to understand.

Put the events of the story in the correct order.

[] The Pilgrims had a good harvest.

["] Many of the Pilgrims became very ill.

| Ninety Native Americans had dinner with the Pilgrims.

[] The Pilgrims went to North America.

[] Squanto and Samoset gave the Pilgrims advice.

[] The Pilgrims met two Native Americans: Squanto and
Samoset.

4 [(JThe Pilgrims invited the Native Americans to a special

meal.
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G 2.12 Listen again and check.

EIZ70E Work in pairs. Choose a festival that you both
like. Ask and answer the questions about how it is celebrated.
Tell the class.

1 What do young children usually do?

2 What do teenagers and adults usually do?
3 Is there any special food?

4 Why do you like this festival?
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First conditional
127011 Work in pairs. Answer the questions.
1 Do you know any superstitions?

2 Do you believe in any superstitions?

3 Do you know anyone who is very superstitious? How does
it affect their behaviour?

Read the text. Are any of the superstitions familiar to you?

Superstitions

Some superstitions are part of British culture. It & black cal 5
n front of you, you will have good luck. On the other hand, you will
have 5 ou break a mirror, A lot of people
don't really believe in superstitions, but at the same time, nobody
likes to take chances: if you look at the seats on some aeroplanes,
you won't find the number 13. According to a survey, people who
believe in superstitions have worse luck than people who don't
believe in them. In other words, if you believe in bad luck, you'll
probably have it!

aven years of bad luck If

Study the information in the Learn this! box. Look at
the if clauses and main clauses in blue in the text above
and underline two more examples.

7 1 We use the first conditional to predict the result of
an action. We use the present simple to describe
the action and will + verb to describe the result.

Ifa black cat walks in front of you, you will have good luck.
1

result

=
=
=
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I action
2 The if clause can come before or after the main clause.
If it comes after, we don’t use a comma.

You will have bad luck if you break a mirror.

“eee Grammar Builder (7D): page 116

Complete the sentences about superstitions around the world.
Use the present simple or will form of the verbs in brackets.

1 (UK) If a cat washes behind its ears, it (rain).

2 (Venezuela) If you (give) somebody handkerchiefs
as a gift, you won't have a good relationship with that person.

3 (Brazil) If you eat lentils on 1st January, you
(make) a lot of money during the year.

4 (Korea) If a man (smile) a lot during his wedding,
his first child won’t be a boy, it will be a girl.

5 (Turkey) Ifyou see a spider in your house, you
(have) visitors.

& (Thailand) If a woman
will marry a very old man.

G 213 Listen and repeat the sentences
in exercise 4, How are the words will and won’t pronounced?

(sing) in the kitchen, she
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6 Complete the text with the correct

form of the verbs in brackets.

Superstitions
around the world

Different countries have different superstitions. For example,
in England, it's unlucky to see one magpie on its own, but in
Korea, it's the opposite. If you * (see) a magpie in the
morning, you * (get) good news that day. Another
Korean superstition says that you mustn’t wash your hair on
the morning of an exam. If you * (wash) it, you *
(not remember) what you've learned!
In Russia, mirrors can be lucky or
unlucky. If you ® {look) in a
broken mirror, you ® (have)
bad luck. If you " (leave)
something at home by
——— " mistake and have to go
back for it, you ®
(have) bad luck. But you
% {not be)
unlucky if you *°
(look) in a mirror when
you go home to get it.

a broken

Sometimes, cities have
their own superstitions.
At Salamanca University in:‘;

Spain, there is a superstition
about a stone carving on
one of the walls. If students
“____ (touch) this ca
before a test, they *?

(do) well. But if they ** wy
{forget) to touch it, they f (
= (not pass) the test

the stone carving ¥
at Salamanca University

=

EIZ TS Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions.

What will you do if:

* you can't sleep tonight?

* itrains all weekend?

you can't do your homework?

you feel ill tomorrow?

there's nothing good on TV this evening?

| I'll read a book. |

* Cultures and customs

What will you do if you
can't sleep tonight?
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