Past Progressive Tense/ Past Continuous Tense 
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ongoing actions in past



(minulý průběhový čas)

was/were + present participle of the main (lexical) verb: -ing
	1)

Dr. Spencer Silver was developing his special kind of adhesive for nine years: from 1968 to 1977.

But:

Finally, he developed a “low-tack” reusable pressure-sensitive adhesive.
	Used to talk about past actions in progress for a period of time:

… was developing… vyvíjel (progressive aspect – nedokonavé sloveso)

X 

… developed… vyvinul (simple aspect – dokonavé sloveso)

	2)

What was Dr. Silver doing in 1970?

His biography says that, in 1970, he was testing various kinds of adhesive for the 3M company.
	Answers the question of what activity was in progress at a specific moment or period of time in the past.



	3)

Approximately at the time when Dr. Spencer Silver was testing various kinds of adhesive for the 3M company, Ichiro Endo at Canon was developing an inkjet printer. 

Or: 

While Dr. Spencer Silver was testing various kinds of adhesive for the 3M company, Ichiro Endo at Canon was developing an inkjet printer.
	Used to talk about parallel actions that were in progress at the same time in the past. 
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	4)

Charles Goodyear was working with a raw rubber containing sulphur when he discovered vulcanized rubber. When/while Charles Goodyear was working with raw rubber containing sulphur, he discovered vulcanized rubber.
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When/While he was brushing the powder off his hands, the powder fell onto a hot stove and formed a tough elastic substance. 

That is how he accidently invented vulcanized rubber.

But: 
When/After he brushed the powder off his hands, the powder fell onto a hot stove and formed a tough elastic substance. 

That is how he accidently invented vulcanized rubber.
	Used to talk about a situation in progress in the past (... was working...) that was interrupted by a short action (... discovered.. – the past simple tense). 

Notice that the order of clauses in the complex sentence depends on your stylistic choice.  If the sentence starts with the subordinate when- or while-clause, use a comma.

Important: To express the idea of parallel ongoing actions in the past, at least one of the clauses must be in the past progressive tense. Notice the difference:

… Když/Zatímco si ometal ruce… (tj. právě ve chvíli, kdy si ometal ruce – současně probíhající děje)

Ale:
… Když/Poté, co si ometl prášek z rukou… (tj. vyjadřuje děje následné, přičemž děj věty uvozené spojkou when proběhl jako první)


How sentences in the Past Progressive are formed:

	He was studying.

He was not studying. He wasn’t studying.

Was he studying?

Yes, he was.

No, he wasn’t. / No, he was not.

How long was he studying? Who was studying?
	They were studying.

They were not studying. They weren’t studying.

Were they studying?

Yes, they were.

No, they weren’t. / No, they were not.

How long were they studying? Who was studying?


How the -ing form is formed:
	infinitive
	-ing form
	

	to work
	working
	Sloveso končící na 2 souhlásky – přidat jednoduše -ing

	to do
	doing
	

	to ski
	skiing
	

	to see
	seeing
	U infinitivu se čte koncové “e” – jednoduše přidat –ing

	to dance
	dancing
	U infinitivu se nečte koncové “e” (je němé) – před –ing ho vypustit

	to read
	reading
	Krátké jednoslabičné sloveso se 2 samohláskami – přidat –ing

	to swim
	swimming
	Krátké jednoslabičné sloveso s 1 samohláskou – před –ing zdvojit koncovou hlásku 

	to fix
	fixing
	Koncové x, y, w se nikdy nezdvojují.

	to listen
	listening
	Dvouslabičné sloveso s přízvukem na 1. slabice – přidat jednoduše –ing

	to begin
	beginning
	Dvouslabičné sloveso s přízvukem na 2. slabice – před –ing zdvojit koncovou hlásku

	to play
	playing
	Infinitiv končící na –y – přidat jednoduše -ing

	to fly
	flying
	

	to die
	dying
	Infinitiv končící na –ie – “ie” vypustit, přidat “y” a -ing


Related diagram/infographics:
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Note:

Some verbs (known as stative verbs) do not have progressive forms or, if they do, these forms have a shifted meaning. In general, these verbs fall into the following categories according to their meaning:
· verbs describing sensing and sensory perception: see, hear, feel, smell, taste, appear, seem.
· verbs describing a mental activity, thoughts and opinions: think, agree, believe, doubt, guess, imagine, know, mean, remember, suspect, understand.
· verbs talking about ownership: have, possess, own, belong.
· verbs expressing likes, dislikes, feelings and emotions: like, love, hate, dislike, adore, want, need, wish, prefer.
· verbs describing appearance: look, resemble, be.
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