Your Turn to Write: Past Inventions and Discoveries
Look at the table below. Use the detailed notes in the middle to come up with full sentences about the discoveries/inventions. Use the simple and progressive past tenses in their active or passive form.

	WHO?
	NOTES ON BACKGROUND
	NAME OF DISCOVERY/INVENTION

	Alexander Fleming
	grows bacteria in lab – penicillium fungus falls on bacteria – fungus kills them
	ANTIBIOTICS


	Rene Descartes
	watches insect flying around room – realises he can specify insect’s position in 3D space as – distance from two walls and ceiling
	CO-ORDINATE GEOMETRY

	Wilhelm Roentgen
	projects light from cathode ray generator onto wall – sees outline of bones of own hand on wall
	X-RAY

	Edouard Benedictus
	puts away glass flask – flask contains liquid plastic – drops flask on floor – flask doesn’t break – thin plastic film holds pieces together
	SAFETY GLASS


[bookmark: _Hlk78011468]Information from:  Bonamy, D. (2013). Technical English Level 4 Coursebook. Pearson Longman, p. 4.

Key (possible answers):
Alexander Fleming was growing some bacteria in his/a lab when some penicillium fungus fell on the bacteria and killed them. That is how he accidentally discovered antibiotics. 
Rene Descartes was watching an insect flying around his room when he suddenly realised that he could specify the fly’s position in 3D space by specifying the distance (of the insect) from two walls and the ceiling. This is how co-ordinate geometry was invented.
Wilhelm Roentgen was projecting light from a cathode ray generator onto a wall when he suddenly saw the outline of the bones of his own hand (projected) on the wall. This is how he discovered the existence of X-rays.
Edouard Benedictus was putting away a glass flask which contained liquid plastic when he (accidentally) dropped the flask on the floor. The flask didn’t break, because a thin plastic film was holding the broken pieces together. That is how safety glass was invented.
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