Definitions
In academic writing, definitions are normally needed in two situations:

· In introductions, to clarify a key word or phrase related to the topic being introduced.

· More generally, to explain a word or phrase which may be either very technical (and so not known widely outside the field), very recent, or used in a more specific way than it might be in other contexts..
Whether or not a word/concept needs to be defined depends on the expected readers of the writing. Typical structures for formal definitions:
	Term to Be Defined
	Verb
	Generic Noun,

 i.e. More General Class Word
	Particular Characteristics/

Defining  Information
	What grammar points are used to give the characteristics?

	X
	is

is defined as

may be defined as

can be defined as

means

describes
	a device/an instrument/a process/ a field/a method…/a form of… /
 a species of…/a kind of 

a branch of…
a type of… /a group of…

a class of…/a category of…
…. (i.e. classification)
	special features, use, etc.
	Relative clause (vztažná věta)
Nebo: past participle (minulé příčestí)

Nebo: prepositional phrase  (předložková vazba)

Nebo: present participle (přítomné příčestí -ing)



	A doctor
	is
	a person
	who is qualified to treat medical problems.
qualified to treat medical problems.
	Relative clause
Past participle

	An assignment
	is defined as
	a (kind of) task
	which/that is often given to students for assessment. 
often given to students for assessment.
	Relative clause
Past participle

	A thermocouple
	is
	a device/ an instrument
	which/that is used for measuring changes in t.
used for measuring changes in temperature.

for measuring changes in temperature.

measuring changes in temperature.
	Relative clause (který se používá na měření t)
Past participle (používaný na měření t)

Prepositional phrase (na měření teploty)

Present participle (měřící změny teploty)


Or:
	Generic Noun,

 i.e. More General Class Word
	Particular Characteristics/

Defining  Information
	is called

is known as
	Term to Be Defined

	A device/an instrument/a process/ a field/a method…/a form of…/

 a species of…/a kind of/a branch of…
a type of… /a group of…/a class of…/a category of…
…. (i.e. classification)
	special features, use, etc.
	
	X

	A person
	who is qualified to treat medical problems.

qualified to treat medical problems.
	is known as
	a doctor.

	A (kind of) task
	which/that is often given to students for assessment. 

often given to students for assessment.
	is called
	an assignment.

	A device/an instrument
	which/that is used for measuring changes in t.

used for measuring changes in temperature.

for measuring changes in temperature.

measuring changes in temperature.
	is known as
	a thermocouple.


Expanded Definitions

If necessary, definitions can be expanded by using a more complex noun phrase (rozvitá jmenná fráze). Compare the two definitions in the first and second columns:
	A simple definition
	An expanded definition
	Structure
	Notes on Grammar:

	A thermocouple
	A thermocouple
	a term to be defined
	

	is/can be defined as/is defined as…
	is/can be defined as/is defined as…
	verb
	

	
	a small
	appearance
	Pre-modifiers (přívlastky shodné) 
– be careful about the order of adjectives

	
	heat-sensitive 
	property
	

	
	electrical
	type
	

	a device
	device
	a generic head noun
	Řídicí člen 
(slovo významově nadřazené slovu: a thermocouple)

	
	consisting of two wires
	components
	Post-modifiers 

(přívlastky neshodné – mohou mít různou formu)
	Present participle

	
	made of dissimilar metals
	material
	
	Past participle

	which is used for measuring changes in temperature.
	which is used for measuring changes in temperature
	main function
	
	Relative clause

	
	and is frequently found in heating and cooling systems.
	application
	
	


You can see that a good definition has some necessary parts (highlighted in yellow), but can also have some optional parts, which give more information about the term being defined. This is usually achieved by pre-modifying and post-modifying the generic head noun (in this case, the generic head nouns is a device). 
To postmodify this generic head noun (= k rozvití řídicího členu přívlastkem neshodným), various grammar forms are used: the present participle, the past participle, a full relative clause, a prepositional phrase, a “that” clause, a “to” infinitive, etc. This variety of forms is necessary in terms of stylistics because it is not desirable to repeat the same grammar form over and over again. 
When pre-modifying this generic head noun (= při rozvití řídicího členu přívlastkem shodným), you need to be careful about the order of adjectives, which is more or less set:  
A typical order of adjectives used as pre-modifiers:
	Pre-Modification
	
	Post-Modification

	Determiner
	Owner
	Opinion
	Size
	Age
	Shape
	Colour
	Origin
	Material
	Use/Type
	Head Noun


	Additional Info

	my
	sister´s
	nice
	big
	
	
	blue
	
	leather
	sports
	bag
	

	an
	
	interesting
	
	old
	
	
	Czech
	
	
	farmer 
	with a beard

	some
	
	comfortable
	
	new
	
	white
	
	plastic
	lawn
	chairs
	

	the
	
	impressive
	huge
	old
	
	
	
	stone-built
	Gothic
	cathedral
	with two towers

	an
	
	ugly
	long
	
	narrow
	
	
	brick-lined
	exit
	corridor
	at the rear

	his
	
	beautiful
	big
	new
	
	
	Toyota
	
	transport
	van
	with sliding doors

	her
	
	expensive
	big
	
	
	blue
	
	canvas
	hiking
	backpack
	with many pockets

	a
	
	very friendly
	medium-sized
	young
	
	brown
	Czech
	
	
	sheepdog
	


Giving Examples

It is always better to support statements by giving examples. In the following example, the second sentence provides specific details of a plant species, an area and a time scale to support the main statement.

Many plants and animals are threatened by global warming. In southern Britain, for example, the beech tree may become extinct within 30 years.
Useful phrases introducing examples:
	An additional example of…
	Doplňkový příklad (čeho)

	An example of… /One example of…
	Příklad (čeho)

	Another example is…
	Další příklad (čeho)

	For example,…
	Například

	For instance,…
	Například

	One of the best-known examples of…
	Jeden z nejznámějších příkladů (čeho)

	The most significant example of…
	Nejvýznamnější příklad (čeho)

	…, such as… ,…
	Jako například

	…, particularly… ,…
	Konkrétně…

	…, especially… ,…
	Zvláště…

	A case in point is… (for single examples)
	Typický příklad je…

	To illustrate,…
	Pro ilustraci,…


	This

	is

	shown 
exemplified
illustrated
demonstrated
	by

	...



	
	A key experiment

shows
exemplifies
illustrates
demonstrates
this.
...



	This is shown by the following examples:
The following are examples of this:
The following is a case in point:

...


	 ...

is a case in point.




	X
	shows…
exemplifies…
illustrates…


	The following are examples of X:
	A and B


	A and B are examples of X


	Writers such/Such writers
	as
	Dickens and Hardy…


Phrases used when there is only one example. This is a kind of restatement:
	In other words, …

; namely,…
; particularly,…
; specifically,…

; that is (to say), …

= i.e. 
(But: Try to limit the use of abbreviations; “i.e.” should be avoided in the main text of most academic writing.)
	jinými slovy

jmenovitě

zvláště

konkrétně

to je…

tj.


When the liquid reached the boiling point, namely 100 degrees, the reaction began. When the liquid reached the boiling point, i.e. 100 degrees, the reaction began.

The company’s overhead, in other words, the fixed costs, doubled last year.
Be careful about this:
Three-year guarantees are now being offered by Toyota, Volkswagen, Audi, BMW, etc.

→  Three-year guarantees are now being offered by most car makers, for example, Toyota, Volkswagen, and Audi.

→  Three-year guarantees are now being offered by Toyota, Volkswagen, Audi, and others.

→  Three-year guarantees are now being offered by Toyota, Volkswagen, Audi, and other car makers.
→  Three-year guarantees are now being offered by Toyota, Volkswagen, and Audi, among others.
→  Three-year guarantees are now being offered, for example, by Toyota, Volkswagen, and Audi.
→  Three-year guarantees are now being offered by most car makers, such as Toyota, Volkswagen, and Audi.
→  Three-year guarantees are now being offered by most car makers, including Toyota, Volkswagen, and Audi.
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