Function: Explaining What Things Are For

	Example
	Grammar point used

	1. An mp3 player is for playing music.
	be for + …-ing



	2. An mp3 player is used for playing music.

3. An mp3 player can be used for playing music.
	be used for + …-ing


	4. An mp3 player is used to play music.

5. An mp3 player can be used to play music.
	be used to + infinitive


	6. An mp3 player plays music.
	Present Simple

	7. An mp3 player is useful if you want to listen to music.
	Be useful if you want to…

	8. An mp3 player is useful for playing music.
	Be useful for + …-ing

	9. An mp3 player enables you* to play music.
	Enable + 3rd case* + to (infinitive)

	10. An mp3 player allows you* to play music.
	Allow + 3rd case* + to (infinitive)

	11. The function of an mp3 player is to play music.
	The function of… is to (infinitive)

	12. The function of an mp3 player is playing music.
	The function of… is + …-ing


*Important: 
After “enable”, “allow”, “permit”, etc., you must say who is allowed or enabled to do something unless these words are followed by a noun form:
The electrical engineering students used an ammeter to measure the current across the circuit element.

· An ammeter allowed them to measure the current across the circuit element. 

(them – indirect object)

· An ammeter allowed the measuring of the current across the circuit element. 

(the measuring of the current – direct object)

· An ammeter allowed the measurement of the current across the circuit element.

(the measurement of the current – direct object)

Questions:

1. What is an mp3 player for?

2. What is an mp3 player used for?

3. What can an mp3 player be used for?

4. What is a CD player used to do?

5. What can an mp3 player be used to do?

6. What does an mp3 player do?

7. When is an mp3 player useful?

8. What is an mp3 player useful for?

9. What does an mp3 player enable you to do?

10. What does an mp3 player allow you to do?

11. What is the function of a CD player?

More complicated expressions:

	The
	function
purpose
aim
objective
main use
	of a
	thermometer
	is to
	measure temperature.


The thermostat serves to control the temperature. 

A thermostat is an instrument for controlling temperature. 
A thermostat is used in a fridge. (in  + a noun)
What is a thermostat used in? Where is a thermostat used?












