Relative Clauses

Vztažné věty

1) A relative clause describes or identifies a noun in the main clause of a sentence. It usually, but not always, follows this noun immediately. 
The picture that I took in Prague is beautiful. 

The picture over there, which I took in Prague, is beautiful. 

The picture in the black frame, which I took in Prague, is beautiful. 

The picture (that) you like so much, which I took in Prague, is very beautiful. (Two relative clauses).
2) Relative clauses are also called adjective clauses, because they function as adjectives.

3) Like all clauses, a relative clause must have a subject and a verb.

4) Relative clauses are dependent clauses, because they cannot stand alone as a full sentence. (Independent clauses can stand alone as a full sentence. If there is only one independent clause, it is called the main clause.)
5) A relative clause begins with a relative pronoun, which can act as the subject or object of the clause.

6) If the relative pronoun is the object of the relative clause, it can be omitted:

That is the woman who I met yesterday. 

That is the woman I met yesterday.

Relative Pronouns as Subject

(tj. spojka “který” je v 1. pádě a má funkci podmětu ve vedlejší vztažné větě)

	People: who
	Things: which
	Animals: which
	Possession: whose

	He is the man who lives next door.
	This is the photo which shows my house.
	This is the puppy which has just been born.
	He is the man whose car was stolen. (… jehož auto bylo ukradeno)

	He is the man that lives next door.
	This is the photo that shows my house.
	This is the puppy that has just been born.
	-

	You can also use “that” for people, things and animals,
but there are some exceptions, as you will see below.
	-


A Comma or Not?
Psát čárku či nikoli? Záleží na tom, zda je vedlejší věta vztažná důležitá pro význam celého souvětí, tj. zda ji lze ze souvětí vypustit, aniž by celé souvětí ztratilo význam:

	
	A defining relative clause

– provides essential information

(Vv je nezbytná pro celé sdělení, nelze ji vypustit, proto čárka nebude)
	A non-defining relative clause

– provides additional information

(Vv není nezbytná, nic nedefinuje, lze ji vypustit, proto čárka/y bude).

	People: who / that
	He is the man who lives next door.
He is the man that lives next door.
	My brother, who is 20, has just left for France.
Variatna s “that” není možná, tj. neexistuje věta s čárkou před “that”: My brother, that is 20, has just left for F.

	Things, animals
which/that
	This is the photo which shows my house.
This is the photo that shows my house.
	This river, which is now clean, was polluted for many years. 
Nelze ale: This river, that is now clean, was polluted for many years. 

	Possession: whose
	He is the man whose car was stolen.
	Lenka, whose brother is my classmate, fell ill yesterday. 


Relative Pronouns as Object
(tj. spojka “který” je ve 4. pádě a má funkci přímého předmětu ve vedlejší vztažné větě)

	People: who
	Things: which
	Animals: which
	

	He is the man who(m) I met yesterday.
	This is the photo which I took yesterday.
	This is the puppy which I bought yesterday.
	A defining relative clause

– provides essential information

VV je nezbytná pro celé sdělení, nelze ji vypustit, proto čárka nebude. Lze však vypustit spojku who/which/that.

	He is the man I met yesterday.
	This is the photo I took yesterday. 
	This is the puppy I bought yesterday. 
	

	He is the man that I met yesterday.
	This is the photo that I took yesterday.
	This is the puppy that I bought yesterday.
	

	Vysvětlení:

· Whom je formálnější než who. Who je přirozenější a používá se v neformálním stylu. (Whom is almost never used in conversation, but only in formal written English.)
· V případě, že má vztažná spojka ve větě funkci předmětu, lze ji vypustit.

· That lze použít namísto who a which, ale jen pokud VV nelze vypustit.
	

	Petr Čech, who(m) I met yesterday, is very friendly.
	The picture over there, which was painted by my grandpa, is nice.
	Monica’s pet, which I saw yesterday, is very pretty.
	A non-defining relative clause

– provides additional information

VV není nezbytná, nic nedefinuje, lze ji vypustit, proto čárka/y bude. Nelze však vypustit spojku who/which. Variatna s “that” není také možná, tj. neexistuje věta s čárkou před “that”.

	Petr Čech, I met yesterday, is very friendly.
	The picture over there, was painted by my grandpa, is nice.
	Monica’s pet, I saw yesterday, is very pretty.
	

	Petr Čech, that I met yesterday, is very friendly.
	The picture over there, that was painted by my grandpa, is nice.
	Monica’s pet, that I saw yesterday, is very pretty.
	


Relative Pronouns as Objects of Prepositions

(tj. spojka “který” je v jiném pádě než prvním, je uvozena předložkou a má funkci nepřímého předmětu ve vedlejší vztažné větě)

	People: who
	Things: which
	Animals: which
	Vysvětlení
	

	Who is the woman who(m) you are staring at?
Who is the woman at whom you are staring?
	This is the key which I was looking for.
This is the key for which I was looking.
	This is the nice dog which I gave a bone to.
This is the animal of which I am afraid.
	Whom je formálnější než who. Who je přirozenější a používá se v neformálním stylu.
Předložka může stát před vztažným zájmenem nebo na konci věty. Pokud stojí před zájmenem, musí se použít tvar whom (nikoli who) a jde pak o formálnější variantu.
	A defining relative clause

– provides essential information

VV je nezbytná pro celé sdělení, nelze ji vypustit, proto čárka nebude.

	Who is the woman you are staring at?
Who is the woman at you are staring?
	This is the key I was looking for.
This is the key for I was looking.
	This is the nice dog I gave a bone to.
This is the nice dog to I gave a bone.
	Pokud stojí předložka na konci věty, lze vztažné zájmeno vypustit.
	

	Who is the woman that you are staring at?
Who is the woman at that you are staring?
	This is the key that I was looking for.
This is the key for that I was looking.
	This is the nice dog that I gave a bone to.
This is the nice dog to that I gave a bone.
	That může nahradit who nebo which jen v tom případě, stojí-li předložka na konci věty. Jinými slovy, není možné, aby předložka stála před that.
	

	Mr. Roberts, who(m) I told you about, is leaving for France. 
Mr. Roberts, about whom I told you, is leaving for France.
	The ABC Company, which we cooperate with, is multinational.
The ABC Company, with which we cooperate, is multinational.
	Lucy’s dog, which I told you about, is now standing in front of our gate.
Lucy’s dog, about which I told you, is now standing in front of our gate.
	Whom je formálnější než who. Who je přirozenější a používá se v neformálním stylu.
Předložka může stát před vztažným zájmenem nebo na konci věty. Pokud stojí před zájmenem, musí se použít tvar whom (nikoli who) a jde pak o formálnější variantu.
	A non-defining relative clause

– provides additional information

VV není nezbytná, nic nedefinuje, lze ji vypustit, proto čárka/y bude.

	Mr. Roberts, I told you about, is leaving for France. 
Mr. Roberts, about I told you, is leaving for France.
	The ABC Company, we cooperate with, is multinational.
The ABC Company, with we cooperate, is multinational.
	Lucy’s dog, I told you about, is now standing in front of our gate.
Lucy’s dog, about I told you, is now standing in front of our gate.
	Vztažné zájmeno nelze vypustit.
	

	Mr. Roberts, that I told you about, is leaving for France. 
Mr. Roberts, about that I told you, is leaving for France.
	The ABC Company, that we cooperate with, is multinational.
The ABC Company, with that we cooperate, is multinational.
	Lucy’s dog, that I told you about, is now standing in front of our gate.
Lucy’s dog, about that I told you, is now standing in front of our gate.
	Variatna s “that” není možná, tj. neexistuje věta s čárkou nebo předložkou před “that”.
	


Whose + noun with a preposition
(jehož + předložka)
	People, things, animals: whose

	A defining relative clause

– provides essential information

VV je nezbytná pro celé sdělení, nelze ji vypustit, proto čárka nebude. 

	He is the man whose car the PC was stolen from.
He is the man from whose car the PC was stolen.
	This is the car whose engine we are talking about.
This is the car about whose engine we are talking.
	Where is the cat whose kittens are we looking at?
Where is the cat at whose kittens are we looking?

	A non-defining relative clause

– provides additional information

VV není nezbytná, nic nedefinuje, lze ji vypustit, proto čárka/y bude.

	Ms. Malá, whose help we counted on, left the company.
Ms. Malá, on whose help we counted, left the company.
	The third questionnaire, whose results we are now commenting on, was not very helpful.
The third questionnaire, on whose results we are now commenting, was not very helpful.
	A robin, whose songs we often listen to, is a lovely bird. 
A robin, to whose songs we often listen, is a lovely bird.


Předložka může stát před whose nebo na konci věty. Varianta s předložkou na konci je přirozenější a hovorovější.
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